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Using NGT in food products: Consumer acceptance and labeling expectations

About the survey design:

• done in April 2026

• design by Prof. Dr. Holger Buxel (FH Münster University of Applied Sciences, Germany)

• representative sample for the German population 18+, n = 1.057
(age, gender, educational background, household size, household income)

Key questions:

1. Are consumers aware that the use of NGT in the production of food products will no longer be subject to mandatory 

labeling requirements in the future? 

2. What is the level of acceptance of food products which are produced with using NGT?

3. Do consumers want a labeling of food products whether they were produced with or without NGT?

4. Do consumers expect retailers and food producers to label food products whether they were produced with or without 

NGT?

5. Does the use and/or labeling of NGT influence consumers’ willingness to buy and pay for food products?

6. How suitable is the “Ohne GenTechnik” seal for labeling food products produced without NGT?
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Awareness of the new regulations governing NGT labeling

On-screen display during the interview

Food products that have been genetically modified or contain genetically modified ingredients are currently still required to be

labeled as such in the ingredient list.

The European Parliament will soon vote on a “new genomic techniques” (NGT) regulation, and approval is considered highly likely.

The regulation stipulates that most plants modified using new genetic genomic techniques and foods produced from them will soon

no longer be required to be labeled as genetically modified.

For consumers, the new regulation means that they will soon no longer be able to identify from mandatory labeling whether many

food products were produced using new genomic techniques or not. The list of food products that may then be produced using NGT

without requiring such labeling is extensive.

This includes:

• Plant-based foods (e.g., tomatoes, potatoes, wheat, corn),

• Processed food products made from plants (e.g., bread, pasta, breakfast cereals, pizza, oil)

• Dairy, meat and sausage products, as well as eggs, where the animals are fed animal feed produced using new genetic

engineering.



197Prof. Dr. Holger Buxel

Awareness of the new regulations governing NGT labeling

Q.: Were you already aware, prior to this survey, that most food products which are produced by using new 
genomic techniques will soon no longer be required to be labeled as genetically modified once the new 
regulation takes effect?

18%

80%

2%

Yes, I was already aware of that

No, I wasn't aware of that until now

Weiß nicht / keine Angabe
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Acceptance of NGT in food products

Q.: When buying food products, how important is it to you that they are produced without the use of new 
genomic techniques?

34%

27%

23%

9%

5%

2%

Very important

Somewhat important

+/-

Less important

Not at all important

No response
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Desire for labeling if products are produced with/without using NGT

44%

25%

18%

8%
3%

2%

Very important

Somewhat important

+/-

Less important

Not at all important

No response

Food retailers and food producers may continue to voluntarily label food products in the future to indicate to consumers that the products were produced 
without the use of new genomic techniques.

Q.: When buying food products, how important is it to you to be able to identify whether the products were 
produced without the use of new genomic techniques? 



202Prof. Dr. Holger Buxel

Desire for labeling if products are produced with/without using NGT

53%

25%

17%

3%2% completely

somewhat

+/-

not really

not at all

Q.: To what extent do you agree with the following statement? 
 I would like food products to be clearly marked whether they were produced using new genomic techniques 

or not. 
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Expectations regarding NGT labeling activities among retailers and producers

46%

24%

17%

7%
4%

3%

Yes

Somewhat yes

+/-

Somewhat no

No

No response

Once the “new genomic techniques” regulation takes effect, producers and retailers may voluntarily use a notice or label on food products to indicate that 
they have been produced without the use of new genomic techniques. 

Q.: Should food products produced without the use of new genomic techniques be labeled with a notice or a 
label? 
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Expectations regarding NGT labeling activities among retailers and producers

Expectations for different groups

47%

48%

47%

25%

24%

25%

14%

14%

14%

8%

7%

8%

4%

4%

4%

2%

2%

2%

Do you expect food retailers to ensure that it is clearly
indicated which products in their assortment are produced

without the use of new genomic techniques?

Do you expect producers who manufacture plant-based food
products or use plant-based ingredients to clearly label if their

products are produced without the use of new genomic
techniques?

Do you expect producers of dairy and meat products to
clearly label whether the animals were fed with feed

produced without the use of new genomic techniques?

Yes Somewhat yes +/- Somewhat no No No response
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Impact of NGT usage and labeling of the willingness to buy and pay

Q.: To what extent do you agree with the following statements?
If I cannot clearly identify whether a food product has been produced using new genomic engineering 
techniques or not …

38%

32%

31%

22%

15%

28%

11%

12%

5%

6%

it makes me feel insecure.

I probably won't buy the product.

Completely Somewhat +/- Not really Not at all
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Impact of NGT usage and labeling of the willingness to buy and pay

42%

27%

25%

4%

2%

completely

somewhat

+/-

not really

not at all

Q.: To what extent do you agree with the following statement? 
 If I have a choice between two otherwise comparable food products, one of which is produced using new 

genomic techniques and the other without, I prefer to buy the product that is produced without using new 
genomic technics.



209Prof. Dr. Holger Buxel

Impact of NGT usage and labeling of the willingness to buy and pay

20%

29%
28%

12%

8%
3%

Very likely

Somewhat likely

+/-

Somewhat unlikely

Very unlikely

No response

If, in the future, it is not possible to identify whether many plant-based food products or those containing plant-based ingredients are produced without the 
use of new genomic techniques: 

Q.: How likely is it that you will then buy more organic food products than before in the area of plant-based 
products or those containing plant-based ingredients?
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Impact of NGT usage and labeling of the willingness to buy and pay

Does the use of new genomic technics for producing food products fit to the intended positioning of such products 
which claim to be …

“Made from 

natural 

ingredients”

“Ideal as 

part of a 

balanced

diet”

“High 

quality”

“Free from 

artificial 

additives”

?
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Impact of NGT usage and labeling of the willingness to buy and pay

Some food products claim to be of “high-quality.”

Q.: To what extent do the following statements apply to a food product which claims to be of “high quality”? 

27%

6%

36%

48%

30%

13%

27%

27%

25%

33%

23%

19%

11%

24%

9%

4%

7%

24%

5%

1%

When I see the claim “high quality,” I assume that the product was made 
without the use of new genomic techniques.

It fits to a product labeled “high quality” if it has been produced using new 
genomic techniques.

I consider it misleading when a product labeled “high quality” is produced 
using new genomic techniques.

A product labeled “high quality” should clearly indicate whether it was 
produced with or without new genomic techniques.

completely  somewhat +/- not really not at all
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Suitability of the “Ohne GenTechnik” seal for Non-GMO labeling including NGT

Q.: Do you expect a food product with this label to be free of the use of new genomic techniques, too?

82%

11%

7% 0%

Yes

No

Don't know

No response
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Suitability of the “Ohne GenTechnik” seal for Non-GMO labeling including NGT

The government-sponsored “Ohne GenTechnik” label identifies foods produced without the use of genetically modified organisms. Products bearing the 
“Ohne GenTechnik” label are always produced without genetic engineering, including new genomic techniques. 

Q.: How effective do you think the “Ohne GenTechnik” label is in helping consumers determine whether a food 
product has been produced without the use of new genomic techniques?

53%

31%

13%

2%

1%

1%

Very effective

Somewhat effective

Neither nor

Somewhat not effective

Not at all effective

No response
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Suitability of the “Ohne GenTechnik” seal for Non-GMO labeling including new GMOs

Q.: To what extent do you agree with the following statements regarding the „Ohne GenTechnik“ label?

54%

53%

31%

27%

12%

15%

2%

3%

1%

2%

The “Ohne GenTechnik” label helps me identify food products 
that are produced without the use of new genomic 

techniques.

Food products produced without the use of new genomic 
techniques should be labeled with the “Ohne GenTechnik” 

label.

completely somewhat +/- not really not at all
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Summary / theses

1. Right now, most consumers are not aware of the upcoming new regulation and its impact yet.

2. Most consumers 

• prefer products produced without the use of new genomic techniques

• want food products to be clearly marked whether they were produced using new genomic techniques 
or not.

3. Consumers expect from retailers and producers that food products are clearly marked whether they were 
produced using new genomic techniques or not.

4. Using new genomic techniques as well as a missing labeling of not using new genomic techniques can 
have a direct impact on the willingness to buy and pay.

• Many consumers prefer NGT-free products.

• A lack of transparency triggers “insecurity”, which can lead to shifting the demand more to organic food 
and products labelled ‘non-GMO’. 

• There is a marketing risk in using NGT in food production, as it does not fit to product positionings such 
as “high quality” or “natural ingredients”.

5. The „Ohne GenTechnik“ label is well suited for marking products as not being produced using NGT, too.
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