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Why seeds 
matter

• NGT deregulation → risk of invisible GMO entry 

• Seed is the first control point 

• Non-GMO & organic rely on tested, verifiable origin 
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Sources of 
plant 
reproductive 
material in 
organic 
farming in 
the EU
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https://orgprints.org/id/eprint/56308/
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Database services to increase transparency provided by FiBL

www.organicXseeds.com; www.organicXplants.com  
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www.seeds4organic.eu 

www.organicXlivestock.com 

http://www.organicxseeds.com/
http://www.organicxplants.com/
http://www.seeds4organic.eu/
http://www.organicxlivestock.com/
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Post-Deregulation Challenges
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• No labeling → impossible to trace NGT free non-organic seed

• Contamination risk shifts from imported to domestic sources 

• Seed multiplication and regional breeding become exposure points 

• Certification systems must adapt faster
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Crops at Higher Contamination Risk
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Crop Relevance Pollination Risk
Maize Key feed crop Wind Very high
Oilseed-rape Volunteer & cross-pollination issues Mixed High
Sugar-beet Crosses with wild beet Wind Moderate-High
Alfalfa Bee-mediated pollination Insect High
Sunflower Hybrid seed systems Insects Moderate
Carrot/Cabbage/Onion Vegetable seed specialities Insects Moderate
Soybean Largely selfing; minor outcrossing Self Low-Moderate

• Divergent national positions (e.g. AT, DE, FR→ labeling essential)

• Organic rules: still 0 % tolerance for GMOs/NGTs

• Transparency platforms (e.g. organicXseeds.com) become crucial

• Testing methods for NGTs still under development
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Smart Seed Choices on Farm
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Certified choice of GMO free organic seed of GMO free variety (verify via organicXseeds.com)

( ) Choice of GMO free variety of non-organic seed (verify via organicXseeds.com)

“The competent authorities shall include the indication that a variety contains or consists of

category 1 NGT plants, and the identification numbers of the category 1 NGT plants it has

been derived from, in the catalogues of varieties referred to in Council Directive 68/193/EEC26, Directive 

2002/53/EC, Directive 2002/55/EC and Council Directive 2008/90/EC27”

Keep isolation distances for open pollinators

Clean equipment before/after use

Separate storage/transport chains

Document GMO-free declarations & tests

Plan rotations to avoid overlapping flowering
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What Needs to 
Be Done

• Strengthen regional Non-GMO seed production

• Fund Non-GMO breeding programmes

• Increase transparency via databases (organicXseeds)

• Educate farmers and advisors on cross-pollination 
control

May 19, 2026 108
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FiBL-Saatgut-Konferenz am 7. und 8. Juli im LindenGut bei Fulda
German speaking conference on how to increase supply and uptake of organic seed and planting material

For registration: https://fibl-deutschland.vivenushop.com/s/cfsId2jp 

https://fibl-deutschland.vivenushop.com/s/cfsId2jp
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